Blair's Commission for Africa

A Brief Guide for Supporters


Prime Minister Tony Blair launched the Commission for Africa in February 2004. The aim of the Commission is to produce a report with recommendations on how to make the Millennium Development Goals work in Africa.  It has been set up to generate action for a strong and prosperous Africa using the 2005 British presidencies of the G8 and the European Union as a platform. 


There are 17 Commissioners, nine of whom are from Africa.

The British Commissioners are:

Tony Blair- Chair

Hilary Benn - (Secretary of State for International Development) Deputy Chair

Gordon Brown - Economy

Bob Geldof - Culture, Heritage and Participation


I. To generate new ideas and action for a strong and prosperous Africa, using the 2005 British presidencies of the G8 and the European Union as a platform;

II. To support the best of existing work on Africa.

III. To help deliver implementation of existing international commitments towards Africa; 

IV. To offer a fresh perspective for Africa, which challenges unfair perceptions and helps deliver changes; and 

V.      To understand and help fulfil African aspirations by listening to Africans.


The Commission will meet on several occasions before publishing its report and recommendations in Spring 2005. 


Those skeptical of the commission believe it could just be another talking shop. However, since the report is to be published in the run up to the G8 Summit in Gleneagles there is little doubt that its recommendations will be used to define the agenda. This is why Jubilee Scotland is encouraging supporters to get involved in the consultation process. The Commission for Africa presents a real opportunity to find a lasting solution to unsustainable debt as well as integrating debt with the vital issues of aid and trade.


The Commission is consulting with a wide range of interested groups, including civil society, the private sector, academics and NGOs. They are particularly interested in contributions from Africa.

· Jubilee Scotland are taking part in consultations and are keen to hear your views. We will be planning a campaign action in the autumn focusing on our supporter’s wishes and concerns for Africa. 

· The Department for International Development is holding a consultation workshop in either Edinburgh of Glasgow in October. The date is still to be confirmed.


What is needed is the political will to deal with the issues of Debt, Trade and Aid for Africa and the rest of the developing world.

“It will be a report card from the Live Aid generation," "I'm excited at the prospect that this report will have genuine political clout.”  Sir Bob Geldof
“Unless we take action now, we will not meet the Millennium Development Goals in sub-Saharan Africa until 2147, and not 2015 as we have promised,” “The Commission will provide us with the opportunity to build on what we have learnt from the success and failures of the past, and to make progress with new policies, including our proposal for an international finance facility – helping to inform the UK's agenda for Africa during its G8 and EU Presidencies.” Gordon Brown.

“I hope very much that the commission will come up with specific solutions in relation to development, conflict resolution, governance and economic questions that allow us to gather international support behind the Commission's recommendations,” Tony Blair

“Only comprehensive policies for economic and social development – promoting growth, fair trade and aid – will bring a lasting exit from debt and poverty. That is why, as we approach our G8 presidency, we need a new debate on how the richest countries can discharge their responsibilities to the poorest, encourage economic development and debt relief, and the fight against illiteracy, disease and poverty.” Gordon Brown 

The Commission needs to “create the political will to implement the solutions” Meles Zenawi (commissioner)

“The US is not represented by someone with the political power to provide the political will” Zambia Online

For more information please visit the Commission for Africa Website: www.commissionforafrica.org
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